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“Ronald Reagan’has-quietly promoted 2
..S..diplomgticz shio:salvage the Leba-

|

eirisupport. High-rank-
entofficials haverepeat-

wvietAmbassador-Ana- -

' envoy Arthur’
‘Soviet officials’

Mideast-envoy Philip Habib:and :his
eputy, MorrisDraper; forapolicyréview.
the-agenda: how toibreak the impasse
persua i ident Hafez :As-

+“!dead, andthe PLO wasstill -entrenched
= in the Bekaa Valley. Still, the administra-
“tion had somehintsof progress to showfor
ts -efforts, The ‘Walters :mission ““went
el,”-according to one informed source.
\Igeria, Morocro :and - Tunisia :avoided -
utright -endorsement -0f the . - ;

sragli-Lebanese .agreement,:

“idea of a Syrian‘troop with- |

IlvbufﬂfourrArab states—Lib- 1
~-North fé}nd South !Ye_mep |

‘Walsers: A secret trip
houghthcyxdid —support the " Wally McNsmee—INEWSWEEK

“iside,"Saudi Arabia-may have only just be-
‘zgun to use itssubstantial leverage to np_dge
i Assad into a-more-conciliatory position.
“#And the talks-with the Soviets were fruit-
- less. The Americans warned-that -a pro-
~Jonged face-off between Isracl and Syria in
. Lebanon could trigger another shooting
swar. The Soviets .countered ‘that the Syr-
. jans were acting-defensively and that Israel
- was the aggressor.:

 Secret Salvage Operation

The brainstorming session at State was

-not .expected to :producel a
quick fix for Lebanon. ‘The
‘meeting couid be Habib’s last
ract as:special Mideast envay.
:Damascushas refused to deal
rwith :Habib «ever since . the
csxgninglastmonthoftheU.Sf.-
ssponsored - Lebanese-Israeli
saccord, sand admin'istratign
ssources -indicated he - will
‘probablybereplacedbyanetw
‘high-levelnegotiator. - -

: . i

-~ 'On avwisit:to Washington ldst week, Is-

.. 1aeli Deputy Foreign Minister Yehuda
-~Ben-Meir promised that the -sovernment

- of Prime Minister Menachem Beginwould
. ‘give Reagan’s-diplomatic ‘effort *all the

- ;patience we.can have” What that'meant -
--remained 10 be seen. Parents:of Israeli
. -servicemen :in Licbanon have demanded
-~ that Begin bring their sons héme: In the
“Knesset last:week; the ‘opposition Labor .
_Party.called for-a phased ‘withdrawal of .
Israeli forces—whether or niot*Syria fol-

_lowed suit. Begin rejected & unilateral

- ‘withdrawal. He insisted that Jsrael had
~“absolutely-nointention of attacking the

- Syrians.”" But with all sides dugin and no

.wone-willingto'budge, the danger was that
‘the troop-withdrawal plan ‘wonld ‘g0 the
“sameway asthe Reagan plan forthe'West
~Barik. And thatsort of reversal would.once

,agai_n cripple any 'chanc_:e for peace.
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